Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Holwell Parish Council held on Tuesday 12th May 2015  in the Village Hall.

Present: Bruce Duncan (Chairman)

              Councillors Antell, Edmondson, Gibbs, Wall and Wilton. 
              District Councillor Robert Gould
              Keith Budgell (Clerk)
              12 members of the public.
Election of Chairman

1963. Retiring Chairman Neil Peirson chaired this item. Cllr. Gibbs, seconded by Cllr. Antell  proposed Cllr. Duncan as Chairman. This was unanimously agreed and Cllr. Duncan took the chair for the rest of the meeting. Cllr. Duncan warmly thanked Neil Peirson for his long service, both as a councillor and chairman.
Parish Council Election Results.

1964. Following the poll on May 7th,  Councillors Lord Aldenham, Antell, Duncan and Edmondson have been re-elected. Diana Gibbs, Katrina Wall and Libby Wilton were also elected as Councillors. Cllr. Duncan welcomed each one and invited them briefly to introduce themselves. All Councillors present signed their Acceptance of Office Forms and were given Register of Interest Forms for completion. These will be returned to the Monitoring Officer for West Dorset. The chairman signed his Acceptance of Office Form.
Apologies for Absence 

1965  Cllr. Lord Aldenham, whose unavailability was accepted by councillors.

Election of Officers

1966. The following were elected by Councillors:-

                      Vice Chair - Cllr. Gibbs – proposed by Cllr. Duncan, seconded by Cllr. Edmondson

                      Footpaths Officer – Cllr. Edmondson – proposed by Cllr. Gibbs, seconded by Cllr. Wall

                      Village Hall Representative – Cllr. Wilton – proposes by Cllr. Wall, seconded by Cllr. Duncan

                      DAPTC Representative – this was deferred for the present.

Declaration of Interest

1967. There were none.
Minutes of Meeting of Jan.13th. 2015
1968. These having been circulated to Councillors and published on the website, were confirmed by the re-elected councillors and signed as a correct record.

Matters arising

1969. There were none.
Planning Applications

1970. The chairman suggested that as Planning Applications are fully listed on the Agenda, that those to which Council has already responded be taken as read, except where discussions were appropriate.
(i) WD/D/14/00059 – Holwell Manor. 16 Solar Panels in 2 lines in field outside walled garden (retrospective). Apart from noting that it is visually intrusive from the public footpath in close proximity, Holwell Parish Council has no objections to this application. Refused 

(ii) WD/D/14/001995 – Rails Farm. Erection of polytunnel on a field adjacent to the residential curtilage and replacement of derelict agricultural buildings. No objections to this application. Approved.
(iii) WD/D/14/002980 - Random Harvest, Stony Lane. Replacement building for storage. Provided that the building is only for storage and not residential use, Councillors have no objections to this application. Approved..
(iv) WD/D/14/003299  – Hintock Goldens, Gunville Road. Removal of Garage/Workshop and construction of two-storey extension. Councillors had no objections to this application with some seeing it as a real improvement. Decision awaited.
(v) WD/D/15/00840 –Land adjoining Hill Street Farm. Outline application for erection of agricultural worker’s dwelling. Circulating among councillors. The chairman spoke of the unfortunate refusal of an earlier application which had had the Council’s full support. Retiring councillors had viewed this application and it was available online for new councillors to view. In view of the Council’s support, the chairman will draft a response which he will circulate to Councillors to be used as the basis of the Council’s response to the application
.
Finance

1971.     (i) On the proposal of Cllr. Antell, seconded by Cllr. Wall the 2014/15 Accounts as presented at the preceding Annual Parish Meeting were adopted.
              (ii) On the proposal of Cllr. Antell, seconded by Cllr. Duncan the following payments were agreed – DAPTC Annual Subscription –tbc.; Council Insurance with Aon - £198.89; Village Hall Donation (part) - £500; Holwell PCC re Churchyard Maintenance - £110; Clerk’s salary - £250; Folke PCC(WHV Magazine A/c) - £75. 
             (iii) Risk Assessment. The Clerk has updated this document. Subject to an assessment of the new Website; on the proposal of Cllr. Duncan, seconded by Cllr. Antell, the document was adopted.
             (iv) Financial Regulations. With the changes to the composition of the Council, the further revision of the Financial Regulations had been delayed. The Clerk produced the draft NALC model, and Cllr. Duncan agreed to review this for presentation at the next meeting. Subject to that proviso, on the proposal of Cllr. Edmondson, seconded by Cllr. Gibbs the current regulations are to remain in force.
(v)Parish Council cheque signatories. With two of the remaining signatories standing down from the Council, the Clerk requested three new signatories. These, together with the one remaining signatory will allow for the two signatures required on all cheques, to be easily found. Councillors agreed that Cllrs. Duncan, Edmondson and Wilton should be added to the list of signatories.
               (vi) Appointment of Internal Auditor. The Clerk had spoken to Mr. Andrew May who was willing to continue. On the proposal of Cllr.Gibbs, seconded by Cllr. Antell, Mr. May’s appointment was confirmed.
Village Hall

1972. The chairman explained that as the new representative of the Parish Council her role was important in helping the Council understand the current position of the Hall Trustees regarding the future of the Hall. In an apparent misunderstanding of the representative’s role, the trustees of the Village Hall were of the understanding that such a representative was him/herself a Trustee by way of appointment by the Parish Council. It was clarified that this was not the case, particularly since it could represent a conflict of interest. The Parish Council representative will act as an observer, informing the Council, but having no vote at a Trustees meeting.
Neighbourhood Plan

 1973.  Cllr. Duncan outlined the incredible amount of work likely to be involved with the production of the  Neighbourhood Plan, believing it needs at least three very committed people to put a lot of work into it. Under the current West Dorset Local Plan the policy was for ‘no development in Holwell’. The next stage is the production of a questionnaire, and Cllr. Duncan had written to Neighbourhood Plan Group members asking for help. There had been limited response. The name of a local statistician was suggested who might be willing to help phrase questions for a questionnaire if asked. Cllr. Gould spoke of the value of having a Neighbourhood Plan in allowing the community to suggest where, if any, development should occur. He confirmed that currently there is ‘no presumption for development in Holwell’ and that the new draft plan for West Dorset, which looks forward to 2030, did not anticipate any change to this position.
Parish Council Website/Superfast Broadband
1974. The Chairman proposed that one Councillor should take on the role of being proactive over the issue of Superfast Broadband, since Holwell remained in a ‘blackspot’ so far as current plans are concerned.
Footpaths
1975.  Cllr. Duncan suggested that Cllr. Edmondson might like to acquire a definitive map from DCC of Holwell’s footpaths. She agreed to do this. The question of dog fouling was again raised. The Clerk had highlighted this in the most recent White Hart Vale Magazine and had previously obtained a number of small notices from the DCC Dog Warden. Cllr. Gibbs offered to put up some additional signs that she had.
Road Traffic, Maintenance and Accidents
1976. It was suggested that this agenda item be changed to ‘Highways’ in future. The Chairman also suggested that one councillor could again take a proactive leadership role in highway matters, including liaising with the Speedwatch group, and in general traffic calming measures. Cllr. Gibbs offered to do so
Correspondence

1977. There was no reported correspondence.
Matters for Interest and Discussion (Councillors)

1978. The Chairman gave Councillors a sheet listing areas where interest group leaders could take a proactive role. Some of these had already been filled during the meeting. Cllr. Wilton agreed to offer support to new residents with a welcome, including local information. Councillors confirmed that they were willing to receive agendas and minutes electronically.
Open Forum

1978. (i) Concern was expressed regarding the plans to extinguish the street lights in Fox’s Close and The Plot during the early hours of the morning. The Clerk explained that this was a countywide decision based on set criteria. A local petition was proposed of those unhappy with the decision. 
          (ii) An offer was made from the WRVS for any housebound residents who would like to avail themselves of the Library Service. Books can be home delivered. Anyone interested should approach Sally-Anne Holt.
Date of the Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as Tuesday July 14th in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

                                                                                                                              …………………………………………

